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In the eyes of the public, he had been dismissed and he was
reviled accordingly.
That did not worry us. He had his contract in his pocket;
and, when late in the autumn he took up his duties again at the
Opera for the last time, he was a new man. He conducted fare-
well performances of his chosen operas, also a wonderful per-
formance of the Second Symphony in the Concert Hall, and
finally, on the 15th of October, ccFidelio." It must be confessed
that these fir^l performances were very poorly attended. He was
not spared the mortification of being deserted by the public.
Before signing his contract with Conried for New York, he
inserted a clause saying that he would not in any circumstances
conduct "Parsifal," as he could not go against the interdict in
Wagner's will.
Schonberg and Zemlinsky and their friends wanted Mahler to
spend an evening with them before he left Vienna,, and so they all
foregathered at the "Schutzengel" at Grinzing. I stayed at
home, as I always found such gatherings a weariness. Mahler
came back at midnight in great spirits, but his clothes smelt so
strongly of smoke that he had to change before giving me an
account of the proceedings which kept us laughing until the early
hours. He said that as soon as he joined them a religious hush
descended on the company; and so to liven things up he called
for the bill of fare. The waiter brought the soup with both
thumbs in the plate. Mahler sent it back. The waiter next
brought a roll in his hand and Mahler demanded another one.
The waiter retired to the sideboard, put the same roll on a plate
and brought it back again. It dawned on Schonberg's assembled
pupils, who had so far watched all this with wonder and awe, that
Mahler was making fiin of the man; the ice was broken, and the
fun became so fast and furious that no one could hear himself
speak.
Mahler found the noise worse than the solemn hush and was
now eager to get home. He arranged with Schonberg and Zem-
linsky that he would jump off the tram at the Restaurant Zogernitz,
They were to follow his example and by this means they would be
quit of the mob of students; but the students too jumped with
one accord from the swiftly speeding tram, and there they all were
again, crowded together, enveloped in smoke, and reduced once
more to an embarrassed silence, which again gave way to mercilless
din.
Matter shouted out above the racket;  "What do you fellows